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1. Introduction
In criminal law and jurisprudence, understanding a person’s mental state is very important to determine liability. Two key concepts related to this are motive and intention. Although they are often used together, they have different meanings and legal significance. Intention is essential in determining guilt, while motive explains the reason behind an act.

2. Meaning of Intention
Definition
Intention refers to the purpose or plan in a person’s mind to commit a particular act. It shows that the person knowingly and willingly committed the act.
Key Features of Intention
· It is a mental element (mens rea) of a crime 
· It indicates willful conduct 
· It is essential to prove criminal liability 
· Without intention, many crimes cannot be established 
Example
If a person shoots someone aiming to kill, the intention is to cause death.

3. Meaning of Motive
Definition
Motive is the reason or driving force that leads a person to commit an act. It answers the question: Why did the person do it?
Key Features of Motive
· It explains the background reason 
· It is not essential to prove in most criminal cases 
· It helps the court understand the case better 
· It can be good or bad 
Example
If a person kills someone for revenge or money, revenge or greed is the motive.

4. Difference Between Motive and Intention
	Basis
	Intention
	Motive

	Meaning
	Purpose to commit an act
	         Reason behind the act

	Legal Importance
	Essential for criminal liability
	      Not essential, but supportive

	Nature
	Mental decision to act
	     Emotional or psychological       cause

	Focus
	“What a person wants to do”
	“  Why a person wants to do it”

	Proof in Court
	Must be proved
	Not necessary to prove

	Role
	Determines guilt
	Explains conduct



5. Relationship Between Motive and Intention
· Motive and intention are connected but different 
· Motive leads to intention, and intention leads to action 
· A person may have a motive but no intention to commit a crime 
· A crime can be committed without clear motive, but not without intention (in most cases) 

6. Importance in Law
· Courts mainly focus on intention to establish guilt 
· Motive is useful in: 
· Strengthening evidence 
· Understanding circumstances 
· Supporting prosecution case 

7. Conclusion
In jurisprudence, intention and motive are distinct concepts. Intention is the direct mental element required for crime, while motive is the underlying reason behind it. Although motive is helpful, it is intention that plays the decisive role in determining criminal responsibility.
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