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Introduction
Islamic Personal Law governs family matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, and related rights and obligations. It is derived primarily from the Qur’an, Hadith (sayings of Prophet Muhammad ﷺ), Ijma (consensus), and Qiyas (analogy). The institution of marriage is highly valued in Islam, while divorce is permitted only as a last resort. Khula provides a right to women to seek separation, and Iddat ensures social and legal clarity after dissolution of marriage.

2. Marriage (Nikah)
Definition
Marriage (Nikah) in Islam is a legal contract between a man and a woman, aiming to legitimize their relationship and protect moral and social values.
Essentials of Valid Marriage
1. Offer and Acceptance (Ijab-o-Qubool)
Both parties must clearly agree in the same sitting. 
2. Free Consent
Consent must be without force, fraud, or coercion. 
3. Competent Parties
Both must be of sound mind and have reached puberty. 
4. Witnesses
At least two adult Muslim witnesses (in Sunni law). 
5. Dower (Mahr)
A mandatory gift from husband to wife. 
Types of Marriage
· Valid (Sahih) Marriage 
· Void (Batil) Marriage – no legal effect 
· Irregular (Fasid) Marriage – can be corrected 
Rights and Duties
· Husband: maintenance (nafaqah), protection 
· Wife: obedience (within lawful limits), household cooperation 
· Mutual respect, love, and care are emphasized. 

3. Divorce (Talaq)
Definition
Divorce (Talaq) is the dissolution of marriage initiated by the husband.
Types of Talaq
1. Talaq-e-Ahsan 
· One pronouncement during purity period 
· Followed by iddat 
· Most approved form 
2. Talaq-e-Hasan 
· Three pronouncements in three separate periods 
· Revocable until third pronouncement 
3. Talaq-e-Biddat (Triple Talaq) 
· Three pronouncements at once 
· Considered sinful and controversial 
Revocable vs Irrevocable Divorce
· Revocable (Raji): Husband can take wife back during iddat 
· Irrevocable (Bain): Requires new marriage contract 
Legal Effects
· Ends marital relationship 
· Wife entitled to dower and maintenance during iddat 
· Custody and financial matters are settled 

4. Khula
Definition
Khula is the right of a wife to seek divorce from her husband by returning her dower or giving compensation.
Conditions of Khula
· Mutual agreement between husband and wife 
· Wife offers compensation (usually Mahr) 
· Court can intervene if husband refuses unjustly 
Legal Basis
Derived from Hadith where a woman sought separation from her husband and returned the garden (Mahr).
Effects of Khula
· Marriage is dissolved 
· It is an irrevocable divorce 
· Wife must observe iddat 

5. Iddat
Definition
Iddat is the waiting period a woman must observe after divorce or husband’s death before remarrying.
Duration of Iddat
1. After Divorce 
· Three menstrual cycles 
· If pregnant: until childbirth 
2. After Husband’s Death 
· Four months and ten days 
· If pregnant: until childbirth 
Purpose of Iddat
· To determine pregnancy 
· To maintain respect for the previous marriage 
· To allow reconciliation (in revocable divorce) 
Rights During Iddat
· Wife is entitled to maintenance (in certain cases) 
· She cannot remarry during this period 

6. Conclusion
Islamic Personal Law provides a balanced framework for family life. Marriage is encouraged as a sacred contract, while divorce is allowed only when necessary. Khula ensures that women also have the right to end unhappy marriages. Iddat plays an important role in maintaining social order and protecting lineage. Together, these principles reflect justice, responsibility, and moral discipline in Islamic society.
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