Separation of Powers 
1. Meaning of Separation of Powers
Separation of powers is a constitutional principle that divides government authority among three independent branches:
1. Legislative
2. Executive
3. Judicial
The purpose is to prevent any single branch from becoming too powerful and to protect democratic governance.
2. The Three Branches of Government
A. Legislative Branch
Main Role: Makes laws
Examples of Pow
Drafting, debating, and passing legislation
Approving budgets and taxation
Declaring war
Checking the executive by approving appointments (like ministers/secretaries)
Impeaching the executive or judges 
Examples (country-specific):
U.S.: Congress (Senate + House of Representatives)
India: Parliament (Lok Sabha + Rajya Sabha)
UK: Parliament (House of Commons + House of Lords)
B. Executive Branch
Main Role: Enforces laws
Examples of Powers:
Implementing and administering laws
Managing government departments (defense, education, health, etc.)
Conducting foreign relations
Commander-in-chief of the military 
Issuing executive orders or emergency powers (varies by country)
Leaders:
President / Prime Minister
Cabinet Ministers / Secretaries
Government agencies and departments
C. Judicial Branch
Main Role: Interprets laws and ensures justice
Examples of Powers:
Interpreting the constitution
Hearing disputes between citizens, states, or branches of government
Judicial review: declaring laws or executive actions unconstitutional
Protecting fundamental rights 
Examples:
Supreme Court
High Courts 
Lower Courts
3. Purpose of Separation of Powers
A. Prevent Tyranny
No branch can hold all power; authority is distributed.
B. Check and Balances
Each branch can check or limit the powers of the others:
Legislature can impeach the executive
Executive can veto legislative bills
Judiciary can strike down unconstitutional laws
This ensures accountability.
C. Efficiency + Stability
Different branches specialize in different roles, making government more organized.
4. Checks and Balances – Examples
Legislative checks Executive
Can reject budget proposals
Can override vetoes (in some systems)
Can remove the president/prime minister through impeachment or no-confidence motions
Executive checks Legislative
Can veto bills
Can call special sessions of parliament
Controls implementation of laws
Judicial checks both
Can declare laws unconstitutional
Can prevent unlawful actions by the executive
5. Advantages of Separation of Powers
Prevents concentration of power
Promotes rule of law
Encourages cooperation among branches
Protects rights and freedoms
Reduces corruption and abuse of authority
6. Disadvantages of Separation of Powers
May cause gridlock when branches disagree
Slower decision-making
Sometimes leads to political conflict
Overuse of checks may weaken government effectiveness
7. Real–World Examples
United States
Strong separation: branches are clearly divided
President cannot be a member of Congress
India
Separation exists but is not absolute
Ministers are part of Parliament while also in the Executive
United Kingdom
Separation is flexible and fused, especially between Executive and Legislature

