YV VYV

LEADS UNIVERSITY OF LAHORE

Submitted to: Mam Amna

Submitted by:M Bodi Sher

Roll No : S24 1085

Subject: Constitution of the United States

Topic: Doctrine of Separation of Powers, Judicial Review, and Original
Jurisdiction.

Meaning of Doctrine of Separation of Powers

The Doctrine of Separation of Powers is a foundational principle of the
United States Constitution. It means that the powers and responsibilities of
the government are divided into three distinct branches — Legislative,
Executive, and Judicial — so that no single branch becomes too powerful.
This doctrine ensures checks and balances among the branches of
government. Each branch has its own functions and powers, but all three
must cooperate to ensure that the government operates according to the
Constitution.

Legislative Branch (Congress) — makes the laws.

Executive Branch (President) — enforces the laws.

Judicial Branch (Courts) — interprets the laws.

The main purpose of this doctrine is to maintain liberty, prevent abuse of
power, and ensure fair and just governance.

1. Complex System

The separation of powers creates a complex system of governance because
each branch is independent but interconnected.



» The Constitution carefully distributes authority among the three branches to
ensure balance and stability.

For example:

» Congress passes laws.

» The President has the power to veto them.

» The Supreme Court can review those laws and declare them unconstitutional
if they violate the Constitution.

» This complex structure makes the government more stable and prevents any
one branch from dominating the others.

2. Frustration

Sometimes, this system causes frustration because it slows down government
decision-making.

For example:

The President cannot make laws without Congress.

Congress cannot enforce laws without the Executive.

Courts can strike down actions of both if they are unconstitutional.
Although it may seem inefficient, this “frustration” is actually a protective
feature of the U.S. system. It prevents hasty or unfair decisions and keeps
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power under control.

3. Loose Coordination

¢ The three branches operate independently but with loose coordination.
¢ Each branch performs its own duties, yet cooperation is necessary for the
government to function properly.

For instance:

» The President appoints judges, but only with the Senate’s approval.
» The courts rely on the Executive branch to enforce their judgments.



>
>

Congress can impeach the President or judges if they misuse their power.
This loose coordination helps balance independence with cooperation.

4. Mutual Relationship

There exists a mutual relationship among the three branches.
Each branch has its own powers, but they also depend on each other to fulfill
constitutional duties.

Example:

>
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The President needs Congress to pass laws and approve budgets.

Congress depends on the Executive to implement laws.

The Judiciary ensures both follow the Constitution.

This mutual dependence maintains harmony and prevents concentration of
power in one branch

Relevance of Separation of Powers in the Modern Era

In the modern era, the Doctrine of Separation of Powers remains a
cornerstone of democracy.

It continues to:

Protect individual rights by preventing the rise of dictatorship or tyranny.
Maintain balance between different organs of government.

Ensure transparency and accountability in administration.

Preserve the rule of law and strengthen the judicial system.

With new challenges like globalization, technology, and complex
governance, the principle still guides the United States in ensuring that
power remains divided and balanced.

Judicial Review




Introduction

» Judicial Review is the power of the judiciary — especially the Supreme
Court — to examine whether laws, executive actions, or administrative
decisions conform to the Constitution.

» If any law or action violates the Constitution, the judiciary has the authority
to declare 1t null and void.

» This power ensures that the Constitution is the highest law of the land.

» The concept of Judicial Review was established through the historic case of
Marbury v. Madison (1803), which confirmed that it is the duty of the
judiciary to say what the law is.

Principles of Judicial Review

There are three main principles of Judicial Review:
1. The Constitution is the Supreme Law of the Country.

e All laws and actions must be consistent with the Constitution. No authority
is above it.

2. The Supreme Court Has the Ultimate Authority in Ruling on Constitutional
Matters.

® The Supreme Court interprets the Constitution and gives final decisions on
constitutional disputes.

3. The Judiciary Must Rule Against Any Law That Conflicts with the
Constitution.

e [falaw or government order contradicts the Constitution, the court must
strike it down.

¢ These principles keep all branches within constitutional limits and ensure the
rule of law.

Original Jurisdiction




Meaning and Explanation

Original Jurisdiction means the authority of a court to hear and decide a case for
the first time, rather than on appeal.

In the U.S. Constitution, Article III, Section 2 grants the Supreme Court original
jurisdiction in certain types of cases.

The Supreme Court Has Original Jurisdiction in:

1. Cases involving ambassadors, ministers, or consuls.

2. Cases in which a state is a party.

3. Disputes between two or more states.

4. Cases involving the United States and a state government.

This means that such cases start directly in the Supreme Court, not in lower courts.

Importance of Original Jurisdiction

It allows the Supreme Court to handle critical national issues directly.

It ensures impartial and authoritative decisions in disputes involving states or
foreign representatives.

It strengthens the federal structure by providing a neutral platform for conflict
resolution.

Thus, original jurisdiction helps maintain justice, federal balance, and
constitutional order.

Conclusion



v" The Doctrine of Separation of Powers, along with Judicial Review and
Original Jurisdiction, forms the backbone of the U.S. constitutional system.

v" These principles ensure that no branch becomes supreme, the Constitution
remains the highest authority, and citizens’ rights are protected.

v" In both historical and modern contexts, they continue to uphold the ideals of
democracy, justice, and rule of law.




