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Security Council 

Introduction: 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United 

Nations and is primarily responsible for maintaining international peace and security. Established 

in 1945 after World War II, it holds unique powers, including the authority to impose sanctions, 

authorize military action, and establish peacekeeping operations. The Security Council plays a 

crucial role in the functioning of the international system and is considered the most powerful UN 

body. 

 

Historical Background: 

Origins of the UNSC; 

The UNSC was formed when the United Nations Charter was signed on June 26, 1945, in San 

Francisco and came into force on October 24, 1945. The devastation of World War II highlighted 

the need for a global organization capable of preventing further large-scale conflicts. 

The Security Council replaced the failed League of Nations’ Council, which had been unable to 

stop wars and maintain peace. The UNSC’s structure reflects the political realities of 1945, 

giving major powers permanent positions. 

Purpose According to the UN Charter: 

●  Maintain international peace and security 

●  Develop friendly relations among nations 

●  Take collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to peace 

●  Encourage peaceful settlement of disputes 

 



Composition of the Security Council: 

Permanent Members; 

The UNSC has 15 members, including 5 permanent members (P5): 

1. United States 

2. United Kingdom 

3. France 

4. Russia (formerly USSR) 

5. China 

These countries were granted permanent seats due to their roles in World War II and 

contributions to establishing peace. 

Veto Power: Each permanent member has veto power, meaning any one of them can block a 

resolution. 

Non-Permanent Members; 

●  10 members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly 

●  Seats are distributed by region: 

○  3 from Africa 

○  2 from Asia-Pacific 

○  2 from Latin America and Caribbean 

○  2 from Western Europe and Others 

○  1 from Eastern Europe 

Non-permanent members do not have veto power. 

 



Functions and Powers: 

Peacekeeping; 

The Council authorizes UN peacekeeping missions to conflict zones to prevent violence and 

stabilize regions. 

Sanctions; 

UNSC can impose economic, diplomatic, or military sanctions on nations violating international 

law. Examples include sanctions against North Korea and Iran. 

Military Action; 

In extreme cases, the Security Council can authorize the use of force—such as during the 

Korean War (1950) and the Gulf War (1991). 

Investigations and Mediation; 

The Council can investigate disputes and recommend peaceful solutions. 

Establishing International Tribunals; 

Examples: 

●  International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 

●  International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia (ICTY) 

 

Voting System: 

●  9 out of 15 votes are required for a resolution to pass. 

●  Permanent members must not veto the decision. 

●  Abstentions by permanent members do not block resolutions. 

 



Meetings and Procedures: 

The Security Council meets regularly at UN headquarters in New York. Types of meetings: 

1. Formal Sessions – Official and recorded 

2. Informal Consultations – Closed discussions without public access 

The presidency of the Council rotates monthly in alphabetical order. 

 

Peacekeeping Operations: 

Purpose; 

●  Maintain ceasefires 

●  Protect civilians 

●  Support political processes 

Famous UN Missions; 

●  UNIFIL (Lebanon) 

●  MONUSCO (Democratic Republic of Congo) 

●  UNMISS (South Sudan) 

Peacekeepers wear blue helmets and are contributed by member states. 

 

Criticisms of the Security Council: 

Veto Power Issues; 

●  Powerful nations block actions that threaten their interests. 

●  Example: Repeated vetoes on Syria conflict resolutions. 



Representation Problems; 
●  Composition reflects 1945 power structure, not modern geopolitics. 

●  Africa, Latin America, and Middle Eastern countries lack permanent seats. 

Inefficiency; 

●  Slow decision-making in urgent crises. 

 

Proposed Reforms: 

1. Expansion of Permanent Seats – Adding India, Germany, Japan, or an African nation 

2. Limiting Veto Use – Especially in genocide or mass atrocities 

3. More Transparent Procedures – Open debates and accountability 

Reform has been debated for decades but requires approval from P5, making change difficult. 

 

Modern Role in Global Conflicts: 

The UNSC continues to address issues like: 

●  Russian invasion of Ukraine 

●  Conflict in Gaza 

●  Terrorism and nuclear proliferation 

In many cases, veto power has prevented strong action. 

 



Case Studies: 

Gulf War (1991); 

The UNSC authorized a US-led coalition to expel Iraq from Kuwait. 

Rwanda Genocide (1994); 

Criticized for failing to act quickly enough to prevent mass killings. 

Libya (2011); 

Authorized NATO military intervention to protect civilians. 

 

Importance of the Security Council: 

Despite criticisms, the UNSC remains the only international organization with the authority to: 

●  Enforce global peace 

●  Deploy peacekeepers 

●  Impose sanctions 

It acts as a key platform for diplomacy and conflict resolution. 

 

Conclusion: 

The United Nations Security Council remains one of the most influential and powerful institutions 

in the global political system. Its unique authority to enforce peace, impose sanctions, and 

authorize military intervention gives it a central role in maintaining international stability. 

However, its structure—especially the veto power of the five permanent members—has also 

made it a subject of controversy and debate. 



Although the UNSC has successfully managed several international crises, it has also faced 

criticism for its inaction in critical humanitarian situations and for reflecting the geopolitical 

realities of 1945 rather than the modern world. Calls for reform continue, with many nations 

demanding more equitable representation, greater transparency, and restrictions on the use of 

veto power. 

Despite its shortcomings, the Security Council remains indispensable. No other global body 

holds the same legal authority or diplomatic weight when dealing with threats to peace. As global 

conflicts evolve, so must the UNSC—balancing its founding principles with the demand for 

fairness, accountability, and global cooperation. 

In conclusion, the future effectiveness of the Security Council will depend on its willingness to 

adapt to changing international dynamics. Reform, if achieved, may strengthen its legitimacy and 

allow it to fulfill its mission of preserving international peace and security in the 21st century and 

beyond. 
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