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Islamic Legislative System (Fiqh)
1. Introduction
The Islamic legislative system refers to the framework through which laws are derived, interpreted, and applied in Islam. It is based on divine guidance and aims to regulate all aspects of human life—religious, social, economic, and political.
This system is known as Islamic Jurisprudence (Fiqh), which literally means “understanding” or “deep knowledge.”
2. Primary Sources of Islamic Law
(a) The Qur’an
The Qur’an is the first and foremost source of Islamic law.
It contains commandments related to worship, morality, family law, criminal law, and economic transactions.
Example: Prohibition of interest (Riba), obligation of prayer (Salah).
(b) Sunnah (Hadith)
The Sunnah refers to the sayings, actions, and approvals of the Prophet Muhammad.
It explains and supplements the Qur’an.
Example: Details of prayer and zakat.
3. Secondary Sources of Islamic Law
(a) Ijma (Consensus)
Agreement of qualified Islamic scholars on a legal issue.
It ensures unity and consistency in Islamic rulings.
(b) Qiyas (Analogical Reasoning)
Applying principles from the Qur’an and Sunnah to new situations.
Based on identifying a common cause (illah).
Example: Prohibition of drugs by analogy with alcohol.

4. Other Supplementary Sources
Some jurists also consider:
Istihsan (Juristic preference)
Maslahah (Public interest)
Urf (Custom)
Istishab (Presumption of continuity)
These help in dealing with modern and complex issues.

5. Characteristics of Islamic Legislative System
(a) Divine Origin
Laws are derived from Allah’s guidance, making them superior and just.
(b) Comprehensive
Covers all aspects of life (religious, legal, moral, economic).
(c) Universal
Applicable to all people at all times.
(d) Flexible
Through Ijtihad (independent reasoning), it adapts to new situations.
(e) Moral-Based
Emphasizes justice, fairness, and ethical conduct.

6. Objectives of Islamic Law (Maqasid al-Shariah)
The main goals are to protect:
Religion (Deen)
Life (Nafs)
Intellect (Aql)
Lineage (Nasl)
Property (Mal)
These objectives ensure human welfare and social justice.

7. Role of Mujtahid (Jurist)
A Mujtahid is a qualified scholar who:
Interprets Islamic law
Uses Ijtihad to derive rulings
Ensures laws remain relevant
8. Classification of Laws in Islam
(a) Acts of Worship (Ibadat)
Prayer, fasting, zakat, Hajj
(b) Social Dealings (Muamalat)
Contracts, trade, marriage, inheritance

9. Importance of Islamic Legislative System
Provides a complete code of life
Ensures justice and equality
Maintains social harmony
Guides both individual and society

10. Conclusion
The Islamic legislative system is a divinely guided, comprehensive, and flexible legal framework. Through its primary and secondary sources, it ensures justice, welfare, and moral integrity in society while remaining adaptable to changing circumstances.
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