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🔍 1. Basic Meaning
Probative value = the ability of evidence to make a fact more or less likely to be true.
· If evidence strongly supports a claim → high probative value
· If it barely helps → low probative value
· If it has no logical connection → no probative value
It is closely tied to the concept of Relevance (law), but they are not identical.

⚖️ 2. Probative Value vs Relevance
· Relevance: Does the evidence relate to a fact in issue at all?
· Probative value: How much does it help prove that fact?
👉 Example:
· A fingerprint at a crime scene:
· Relevant? ✅ Yes
· Probative value? Depends (clear match vs partial match)

🧠 3. Key Factors That Determine Probative Value
Courts assess probative value by looking at several factors:
(a) Logical Connection
How directly does the evidence link to the fact?
· Direct evidence (e.g., eyewitness testimony) → higher probative value
· Circumstantial evidence → depends on strength of inference

(b) Reliability and Credibility
Evidence is more probative if it is trustworthy.
· Credible witness → higher value
· Contradictory or biased witness → lower value

(c) Strength of Inference
How strong is the conclusion drawn from the evidence?
· DNA match → very strong inference
· Suspicious behavior → weaker inference

(d) Corroboration
Evidence supported by other evidence increases in probative value.
· One witness vs multiple consistent witnesses

(e) Authenticity
Evidence must be genuine.
· Verified document → higher probative value
· Suspected forgery → reduced value

⚖️ 4. Balancing Probative Value Against Prejudice
Courts often apply a balancing test:
👉 Is the probative value outweighed by unfair prejudice?
This is central in systems like the Federal Rules of Evidence (Rule 403).
⚠️ Unfair Prejudice
Evidence may be excluded if it:
· Inflames emotions (e.g., graphic photos)
· Misleads the jury
· Causes bias unrelated to facts
👉 Even highly probative evidence can be excluded if it is too prejudicial.

🧾 5. Types of Evidence and Their Probative Value
(1) Direct Evidence
· Example: eyewitness testimony
· Usually high probative value (but depends on credibility)
(2) Circumstantial Evidence
· Example: motive, opportunity
· Probative value depends on logical chain
(3) Documentary Evidence
· Contracts, emails
· High if authentic and clear
(4) Expert Evidence
· Scientific or technical opinions
· High if methodology is reliable

⚖️ 6. Judicial Discretion
Judges have wide discretion in determining probative value.
This is often guided by precedent and principles from systems like the Common Law.

📌 7. Illustrative Examples
Example 1: Murder Case
· Bloodstained knife with accused’s fingerprints
→ Very high probative value
Example 2: Theft Case
· Accused seen near scene
→ Moderate probative value
Example 3: Character Evidence
· “Accused is a bad person”
→ Low probative value, often excluded

🧩 8. Why Probative Value Matters
It helps courts:
· Decide what evidence to admit
· Evaluate weight of evidence
· Ensure fair trials
Without assessing probative value, trials could be:
· Misleading
· Emotion-driven
· Unjust

🧠 9. Simple Formula to Remember
Probative Value = Relevance + Strength + Reliability



