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1:. Core Meaning in Jurisprudence:
 
*Probative value of evidence* refers to the *degree to which a piece of evidence can prove a fact in issue or make it more or less probable**.
 
It is not just about relevance, but about *how strongly the evidence supports a conclusion*.
 
 In simple terms:
It measures the “persuasive power” of evidence before a court.

2. Two Essential Elements:
 
To understand probative value deeply, break it into two components:
  **(a) Logical Relevance
 
* Evidence must be *connected to a fact in issue*.
* It should make a fact *more or less likely*.
**(b) Evidentiary Strength**
 
* Even if relevant, the evidence must be **credible and reliable**.
* Stronger, more trustworthy evidence has **higher probative value**.
 
3. Factors That Determine Probative Value:
 
Courts evaluate several factors:
 
1. Reliability:
 
* Is the source trustworthy?
* Example: Scientific evidence > casual statements
 
2. Directness:
 
Direct evidence* (eyewitness, video) has higher value
* Circumstantial evidence* can still be strong but requires inference
 
3. Authenticity:
 
* Is the evidence genuine or tampered with?
 
4. Corroboration:
 
* Evidence supported by other evidence gains strength
 
5. Consistency:
 
* Does it align with other established facts?

4. Probative Value vs. Relevance:
 
These are related but different:
 
Relevance** → Whether evidence relates to the case
* Probative value** → How strongly it proves something
 
 All probative evidence is relevant, but not all relevant evidence is highly probative.

5. Probative Value vs. Prejudicial Effect:
 
A key principle in evidence law:
 
* Courts balance:
 
 * Probative value** (truth-finding function)
 **Prejudicial effect** (risk of unfair bias)
 
 If evidence:
 
* Has **low probative value*
* But **high emotional or misleading impact**
 
It may be excluded to ensure fairness.
 
6. Role in Judicial Decision-Making:
 
Judges use probative value to:
 
* Decide **admissibility of evidence*
* Assign **weight to evidence**
* Reach **findings of fact**
 
 Important distinction:
 
Admissibility* = Can it be considered?
Weight (probative value) = How much should it influence the decision?

7. Types of Evidence and Their Probative Value:
 (a) Direct Evidence:
 
* High probative value
* Example: CCTV footage
 
(b) Circumstantial Evidence:
 
* Depends on chain of reasoning
* Can be very strong if consistent
 
(c) Hearsay Evidence;
 
* Generally low probative value
* Often excluded unless exceptions apply
 
(d) Expert Evidence:
* High probative value if method is reliable

8. Philosophical Perspective (Jurisprudence):
In jurisprudence, probative value reflects:
* The rational process of truth-seeking:
* The epistemological question: *How do we know something is true in law?*
 
It connects law with:
 
* Logic
* Probability
* Human perception and error

9. Practical Example:
Suppose in a murder case:
 
* A witness says: “I heard someone say the accused did it.”
 → Low probative value (hearsay)

* CCTV shows the accused at the scene
 → High probative value
 
* Fingerprints match
 → Very high probative value

 10. Exam-Ready Definition:
 *Probative value is the degree to which evidence is capable of proving a fact in issue, based on its relevance, reliability, and persuasive strength.*

