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Introduction
The concept of probative value of evidence is fundamental in jurisprudence. It refers to the ability of evidence to prove or disprove a fact in issue. Courts rely not merely on the existence of evidence but on its strength, reliability, and logical connection to the facts.
Meaning of Probative Value
Probative value means the capacity of evidence to establish the truth of a fact in issue.
It determines how convincing and effective a piece of evidence is in influencing the court’s decision.
Importance in Jurisprudence
Ensures fair trial
Helps courts reach correct decisions
Prevents injustice and wrongful conviction
Promotes rule of law
Factors Affecting Probative Value (With Definitions)
These factors determine how strong or weak evidence is:
1. Relevance (Definition)
Relevance means the logical connection between evidence and the fact in issue.
Evidence must relate directly to the case
Irrelevant evidence has no probative value
2. Reliability (Definition)
Reliability refers to the trustworthiness and accuracy of evidence.
Scientific and documented evidence is usually more reliable
False or doubtful evidence has low value
3. Credibility of Witness (Definition)
Credibility means the believability of a witness based on honesty and consistency.
A truthful, consistent witness = high probative value
Contradictions reduce value
4. Corroboration (Definition)
Corroboration means supporting evidence that confirms another piece of evidence.
Independent confirmation increases strength
Uncorroborated evidence is weaker
5. Nature of Evidence (Definition)
Nature refers to whether evidence is direct or circumstantial.
Direct evidence → usually stronger
Circumstantial → strong if forming a complete chain
6. Consistency (Definition)
Consistency means absence of contradictions in evidence.
Consistent statements = higher probative value
Contradictions weaken the case
Types of Evidence (With Definitions & Probative Value)
1. Oral Evidence
Statements made by witnesses in court.
Depends on credibility and cross-examination
Can be strong or weak
2. Documentary Evidence
Written or recorded material presented in court.
Example: contracts, records
Usually has high probative value if authentic
3. Real (Physical) Evidence
Tangible objects presented before the court.
Example: weapon, fingerprints
Highly persuasive if properly verified
4. Expert Evidence
Opinion given by a qualified expert.
Example: doctor, forensic analyst
Valuable but not binding on court
5. Direct Evidence
Evidence that directly proves a fact without inference.
Example: eyewitness testimony
Strong but must be reliable
6. Circumstantial Evidence
Evidence that requires inference to prove a fact.
Strong only if it forms a complete chain
Weak if gaps exist
Case Laws on Probative Value of Evidence
1. R v Baskerville
Established importance of corroboration
Supporting evidence increases probative value
2. R v Turnbull
Identification evidence must be carefully examined
Mistaken identity reduces probative value
3. Woolmington v DPP
Evidence must prove guilt beyond reasonable doubt
Weak evidence is insufficient
4. State v Safia Bibi
Strict scrutiny of evidence in serious offences
Weak evidence cannot sustain conviction
5. Mst. Asia Bibi v State
Contradictions reduce probative value
Benefit of doubt goes to accused
6. Al-Khawaja and Tahery v UK
Hearsay evidence has limited probative value
Fair trial requires reliability
Probative Value vs Admissibility
Admissibility → Whether evidence is allowed
Probative Value → Strength of evidence
Conclusion
The probative value of evidence is essential in determining justice. Courts must carefully evaluate evidence based on relevance, reliability, and credibility. Case laws clearly show that weak or unreliable evidence cannot form the basis of a legal decision. Therefore, proper assessment of probative value ensures fairness and accuracy in the legal system.

