
Probative Value of Evidence
Introduction
In the law of evidence, probative value of evidence means the ability or strength of evidence to prove a fact in issue before the court. The more reliable and relevant the evidence is, the higher its probative value. Courts always prefer evidence that helps in reaching a fair and just decision.
Definition of Probative Value
Probative value refers to the importance or weight of evidence in proving or disproving a fact in a legal case. It shows how strongly a piece of evidence supports the truth of a claim. Evidence with high probative value is more convincing for the judge or jury.
Nature of Probative Value
Probative value is not fixed; it depends on the circumstances of each case. It is determined by the court after examining the quality, reliability, and relevance of the evidence. Direct evidence usually has higher probative value than indirect or circumstantial evidence.
Factors Affecting Probative Value
The probative value of evidence depends on several factors:
Relevance – The evidence must be related to the fact in issue.
Reliability – Evidence should come from a trustworthy source.
Credibility of witness – Honest and consistent witnesses increase probative value.
Corroboration – Supporting evidence increases strength.
Consistency – Evidence should be consistent with other facts of the case.
Types of Evidence Based on Probative Value
Direct Evidence: Evidence that directly proves a fact (e.g., eyewitness testimony).
Circumstantial Evidence: Evidence that indirectly proves a fact.
Documentary Evidence: Written documents, contracts, records.
Expert Evidence: Opinion of experts like doctors or forensic specialists.
Importance of Probative Value
Probative value is very important in judicial proceedings because it helps the court to:
Identify the truth
Avoid false claims
Ensure fair justice
Distinguish strong and weak evidence
Courts decide cases based on evidence with higher probative value.
Probative Value in Pakistani Law
Under the law of evidence in Pakistan, courts evaluate each piece of evidence carefully. For example, under Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984, judges assess whether evidence is relevant and reliable before accepting it.
Conclusion
Probative value of evidence is the foundation of judicial decision-making. It determines how strongly evidence can prove a fact in issue. The court gives more importance to reliable, relevant, and consistent evidence to ensure justice.

