Name.                               Shahid Tariq 
Roll no.                             F23-1085
Section                               B
Subject teacher              miss Amina Anum 
Assignment 
Probative Value of Evidence
1. Introduction
The concept of probative value of evidence is central to the law of evidence. It refers to the ability of a piece of evidence to prove or disprove a fact in issue. In legal proceedings, courts rely on evidence that is not only relevant but also persuasive enough to establish the truth of a matter.
2. Meaning of Probative Value
Probative value means the strength or weight of evidence in proving something important in a case. Evidence with high probative value strongly supports a fact, while evidence with low probative value has little impact on the case.
3. Difference Between Relevance and Probative Value
Relevance refers to whether evidence is connected to the facts of the case.
Probative Value refers to how strongly that evidence proves the fact.
👉 Example:
A witness statement may be relevant, but if the witness is unreliable, its probative value will be low.
4. Factors Affecting Probative Value
4.1 Reliability of Evidence
Evidence must be trustworthy. Reliable evidence has higher probative value.
4.2 Credibility of Witness
If a witness is honest and consistent, their testimony carries more weight.
4.3 Authenticity
Documents or objects must be genuine. Fake or altered evidence has no probative value.
4.4 Corroboration
Evidence supported by other evidence is more persuasive.
4.5 Direct vs Circumstantial Evidence
Direct evidence (e.g., eyewitness testimony) usually has higher probative value.
Circumstantial evidence can also be strong if it forms a logical chain.
5. Probative Value vs Prejudicial Effect
Courts often balance probative value against prejudicial effect.
Probative Value: Helps prove a fact
Prejudicial Effect: May unfairly influence the judge or jury
If prejudice outweighs probative value, the evidence may be excluded.
6. Role of Judge in Assessing Probative Value
The judge decides:
Whether evidence is admissible
How much weight it should be given
The judge carefully evaluates all circumstances before relying on evidence.
7. Examples of Probative Value
Example 1: Fingerprint Evidence
Fingerprint matching has high probative value in linking a suspect to a crime scene.
Example 2: Hearsay Evidence
Hearsay usually has low probative value because it is not direct evidence.
8. Importance in Legal Proceedings
Helps courts reach fair decisions
Prevents unreliable evidence from influencing judgments
Ensures justice is based on strong and credible proof
9. Conclusion
Probative value is a key principle in evaluating evidence. It ensures that only strong, reliable, and convincing evidence influences the outcome of a case. Courts must carefully assess the weight of evidence to maintain fairness and justice.
