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OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY (PPC)

Introduction

Offences against property mean illegal acts where a person interferes with another person’s property.
These offences are mainly covered under Sections 378 to 462 of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC).
	
1. Theft (Sections 378–382 PPC)
2. Definition (S.378):
Taking someone’s movable property dishonestly without their consent.
                                              Essential Elements:

* Dishonest intention
* Movable property
* Without consent

Punishment:

* S.379: Up to 3 years imprisonment or fine or both

Aggravated Forms:

* S.380: Theft in house
* S.381: Theft by servant
* S.382: Theft after preparation to cause hurt
Example:
Stealing a mobile phone.
2. Extortion (Sections 383–389 PPC)
Definition (S.383):	
Putting a person in fear of injury to dishonestly obtain property.
Key Point:
Consent is given, but under fear.
Punishment:
* S.384: Up to 3 years or fine or both
Aggravated Forms:
* S.386: Fear of death or grievous hurt
* S.389: Threat of false accusation
Example:
Threatening someone to give money.
3. Robbery (Sections 390–392 PPC)
Definition (S.390):
* Theft + immediate violence
  OR
* Extortion + immediate threat of violence
Essential Elements:
* Violence or threat
* Immediate presence
Punishment:
* S.392: Up to 10 years imprisonment and fine
Example:
Snatching money at gunpoint.
4. Dacoity (Sections 391–402 PPC)
Definition (S.391):
Robbery committed by five or more persons.
Punishment:
* S.395: Life imprisonment or up to 10 years + fine
Other Relevant Sections:
* S.399: Preparation for dacoity
* S.402: Assembly for dacoity
Example:
A group of robbers attacking a house.
5. Criminal Misappropriation (Sections 403–404 PPC)
Definition (S.403):
Dishonestly using someone’s property for personal use.
Key Point:
No entrustment required.
Punishment:
* Up to 2 years or fine or both
Special Case:
* S.404: Property of a deceased person
Example:
Keeping lost money and using it.
6. Criminal Breach of Trust (Sections 405–409 PPC)
Definition (S.405):
Dishonest use of property that was entrusted to someone.
Essential Elements:
* Entrustment
* Misuse
Punishment:
* S.406: Up to 7 years + fine
Aggravated Form:
* S.409: By public servant, banker, or agent
Example:
Using deposited money for personal purposes.
7. Receiving Stolen Property (Sections 410–414 PPC)
Definition (S.410):
Property obtained through theft, robbery, etc.
Offence (S.411):
Receiving or keeping stolen property knowingly.
Punishment:
* Up to 3 years or fine or both
Example:
Buying a stolen phone knowingly.
8. Cheating (Sections 415–420 PPC)
Definition (S.415):
Deceiving a person to deliver property.
Essential Elements:
* Deception
* Dishonest intention
Punishment:
* S.420: Up to 7 years + fine
Example:
Fraud schemes to take money.
9. Mischief (Sections 425–440 PPC)
Definition (S.425):
Damaging or destroying property intentionally.
Punishment:
* S.426: Up to 3 months or fine or both
Aggravated Forms:
* S.435: Damage by fire/explosive
* S.436: Arson (burning property)
Example:
Breaking someone’s car.
10. Criminal Trespass (Sections 441–462 PPC)
Definition (S.441):
Entering or remaining on property with intent to:
* Commit offence
* Intimidate or annoy
Types:
* S.442: House trespass
* S.445: House-breaking
Punishment:
* S.447: Up to 3 months or fine or both
Example:
Entering someone’s house without permission.
IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES
Theft vs Extortion
* Theft → No consent
* Extortion → Consent under fear
Extortion vs Robbery
* Extortion → Fear of future injury
* Robbery → Immediate violence
Robbery vs Dacoity
* Robbery → Less than 5 persons
* Dacoity → 5 or more persons
Misappropriation vs Breach of Trust
* Misappropriation → No entrustment
* Breach of trust → Entrustment required











