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Assignment: Probative Value of Evidence in English Jurisprudence 

 

Introduction 

 

In English jurisprudence, evidence plays a central role in the administration of justice. Courts 

rely on evidence to determine the truth of disputed facts. However, not all evidence carries 

the same weight. The concept of probative value refers to the ability of a piece of evidence 

to prove something relevant in a case. It helps judges decide how much importance should 

be given to particular evidence when reaching a decision. 

 

Meaning of Probative Value 

 

Probative value means the strength or effectiveness of evidence in proving a fact. It answers 

the question: How useful is this evidence in establishing the truth? 

 

Evidence with high probative value strongly supports a fact, while evidence with low 

probative value has little impact on the case. 

 

Importance in Law 

 

Probative value is important because: 

 • It helps courts separate strong evidence from weak evidence 

 • It ensures fair decision-making 

 • It prevents reliance on irrelevant or misleading information 

 • It maintains the credibility of the judicial system 
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Factors Affecting Probative Value 

 

Several factors determine the probative value of evidence: 

 

1. Relevance 

 

Evidence must be directly related to the issue in question. Irrelevant evidence has no 

probative value. 

 

2. Reliability 

 

Reliable evidence (such as verified documents or trustworthy witnesses) has higher 

probative value. 

 

3. Credibility of Witness 

 

If a witness is honest and consistent, their testimony carries more weight. 

 

4. Authenticity 

 

Evidence must be genuine. Fake or altered evidence has no probative value. 

 

5. Corroboration 

 

Evidence supported by other evidence becomes stronger and more convincing. 

 

 



Types of Evidence and Their Probative Value 

 

1. Direct Evidence 

 • Directly proves a fact (e.g., eyewitness testimony) 

 • Usually has high probative value 

 

2. Circumstantial Evidence 

 • Requires inference to connect it to a fact 

 • Can have strong probative value if multiple facts support the conclusion 

 

3. Documentary Evidence 

 • Written or recorded material 

 • Often highly probative if authentic 

 

4. Real Evidence 

 • Physical objects presented in court 

 • Can be very strong if directly linked to the case 

 

 

Probative Value vs. Prejudicial Effect 

 

In English law, courts balance probative value against prejudicial effect. 

 • Probative Value: Helps prove a fact 

 • Prejudicial Effect: May unfairly influence the judge or jury 

 

If evidence is more prejudicial than probative, it may be excluded to ensure fairness. 

 

 



Role of Judges 

 

Judges play a key role in: 

 • Deciding whether evidence is admissible 

 • Assessing its probative value 

 • Giving appropriate weight to each piece of evidence 

 

They must ensure that decisions are based on logic, fairness, and legal principles. 

 

 

Examples 

 • A CCTV recording of a crime has high probative value because it directly 

shows the event. 

 • A rumor or hearsay statement has low probative value due to lack of 

reliability. 

 • Multiple witnesses confirming the same fact increase probative value through 

corroboration. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Probative value is a fundamental concept in English jurisprudence that ensures justice is 

based on strong and reliable evidence. By evaluating the relevance, credibility, and reliability 

of evidence, courts can reach fair and accurate decisions. Without this principle, the legal 

system would struggle to distinguish truth from uncertainty. 


