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Wagf: definition, importance

and implementation in society based on Islamic Persgn | Law
a

“Definition of

”\<mnq (Arabic: ;) literally means detention, tying up, or dedication.
n Islamic law, it refers to the permanent dedication of property by a Muslim for religious,

pious, or charitable purposes, where ownership is transferred to Allah and the benefits are
used for the welfare of society.

A classical definition by Abu Hanifa describes wagf as:

> “The detention of a specific thing in the ownership of the wagqif (founder) and the devotion
of its profits or usufruct to charity.”

Other jurists like Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad al-Shaybani emphasized that
ownership is completely transferred to God, making it irrevocable.
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funded major Islamic institutions |ike:
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Al-Azhar University

Al-Qarawiyyin University

Builds infrastructure (roads, water systems, public facilities)

Strengthens community solidarity

*1. Legal Framework*
Governed under Islamic Personal Law and specific wagf laws in different countries

In countries like Pakistan, managed under the Augaf Department

*2, Creation Process*
Declaration by waqif

Appointment of a Mutawalli (manager)
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Mosques and religious institutions
Schools, colleges, and libraries
Hospitals and welfare centers

Graveyards and water facilities

*5. Modern Challenges®
Mismanagement and corruption
Lack of proper records

lllegal occupation of wagf properties

Need for reforms and digitization

Government supervision
Transparent record-keeping

Public awareness

Wagf is a unique sl
plays a vital
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Professional management of waqf assets
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