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1. Introduction
In the field of jurisprudence, evidence forms the backbone of the justice system. Courts depend on evidence to determine facts and resolve disputes. However, every piece of evidence does not carry the same significance. The notion of probative value refers to the effectiveness of evidence in establishing or negating a fact in issue. It helps the court measure how convincing and dependable the evidence is when reaching a decision.
2. Meaning of Probative Value
Probative value signifies the extent to which evidence can persuade the court about the truth of a fact. It indicates the strength, reliability, and relevance of the material presented.
In simple terms:
· High probative value → Strong and convincing evidence 
· Low probative value → Weak or doubtful evidence 
3. Difference Between Probative Value and Admissibility
A fundamental distinction exists between admissibility and probative value:
	Basis
	Admissibility
	Probative Value

	Meaning
	Whether evidence is legally acceptable in court
	The weight or persuasive force of evidence

	Stage
	Determined before evidence is examined
	Assessed after evidence is admitted

	Nature
	Question of law
	Question of fact

	Example
	Hearsay may be excluded
	Testimony may be admitted but not convincing


Conclusion: Evidence can be accepted by the court yet still carry little weight in proving a fact.
4. Factors Affecting Probative Value
Courts consider multiple elements when assessing the strength of evidence:
a. Relevance
Evidence must have a direct connection with the issue in dispute. Irrelevant material holds no value.
b. Reliability
Evidence must be dependable and accurate.
· Scientific or forensic evidence → usually more reliable 
· Unconfirmed claims → less reliable 
c. Witness Credibility
The truthfulness and consistency of a witness greatly influence the value of their testimony.
d. Corroboration
Evidence supported by additional independent proof is considered stronger.
e. Direct and Circumstantial Evidence
· Direct evidence (like eyewitness accounts) directly proves a fact 
· Circumstantial evidence relies on inference but can be equally strong if consistent 
f. Authenticity
Documents and physical items must be genuine and verified.
5. Categories of Evidence and Their Value
1. Oral Evidence
Its value depends on the reliability and consistency of the witness.
2. Documentary Evidence
Written or recorded material, especially official records, often carries significant weight.
3. Physical Evidence
Objects such as weapons or forensic samples are usually highly persuasive.
4. Expert Evidence
Opinions of professionals (e.g., doctors or forensic experts) are important but not binding on the court.
6. Importance in Judicial Decision-Making
Judges rely on probative value to:
· Ascertain the truth 
· Compare conflicting pieces of evidence 
· Deliver fair and logical decisions 
In criminal matters, evidence must be strong enough to establish guilt beyond reasonable doubt.
7. Probative Value in the Pakistani Legal Framework
Under the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984:
· Provisions relating to relevance (Articles 18–55) determine admissibility 
· Courts assess probative value based on reliability, consistency, and supporting evidence 
Pakistani courts emphasize:
· Quality rather than quantity of evidence 
· Need for corroboration, especially in sensitive matters 
8. Case Law (General Reference)
It is generally observed that:
· Courts give preference to credible and corroborated evidence 
· In case of contradictions, decisions are based on the stronger evidence 
9. Significance of Probative Value
· Ensures decisions are based on truth rather than mere allegations 
· Reduces the risk of wrongful convictions 
· Promotes fairness and transparency in the justice system 
10. Conclusion
Probative value is a key concept in jurisprudence as it determines how effectively evidence proves a fact. While admissibility permits evidence to be presented before the court, probative value determines its actual impact. A careful evaluation of evidence ensures that justice is administered on the basis of reliable and persuasive material.

