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INTRODUCTION
The Second Amendment to Pakistan's constitution, passed on September 7, 1974, declared that people of the Ahmadi community are non-Muslims. It amended Article 260 to define a Muslim as a person who believes in the absolute finality of Prophet Muhammad's prophethood, explicitly including Ahmadis (referring to the Qadiani and Lahori groups) in the list of non-Muslims for the purposes of the constitution and law. The amendment also added Ahmadis to the list of religious minority communities in Article 106 (3).

Article 260 Amended: A new clause (3) was added to Article 260 (which deals with definitions), providing a constitutional definition of a Muslim
· A "Muslim" is defined as a person who believes in the absolute and unqualified finality of the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him), the last of the Prophets.
· onversely, a person who does not hold this belief, or recognizes a claimant to prophethood after Muhammad, is not considered a Muslim for the purposes of the Constitution or law.
Historical and Social Significance
· Shift in State Ideology: The amendment marked a significant shift in Pakistan's state ideology, moving from a potentially more secular outlook to one that legally defined religious identity.
· State's Role in Religion: It established the state's authority to define and adjudicate on theological matters and religious identity, an unprecedented move in Islamic history according to some scholars.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Foundation for Further Legislation: While the Second Amendment defined the community's status, it paved the way for subsequent, stricter legislation which criminalized Ahmadis "posing as Muslims" or propagating their faith publicly.
· Centralized Citizen Registry: The amendment also led to provisions for a centralized citizen registry, forming the basis for the current National Identity Card (NIC) system, which includes religious identification.
