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 International law and municipal law are two distinct legal systems that operate in different spheres, yet 

interact and influence each other in complex ways. This response will explore the relationship between 

international law and municipal law, examining their differences, similarities, and interactions. 

Introduction 

 International law governs relations between states and international organizations, while municipal law 

regulates relations within a state. The relationship between these two systems is crucial, as it affects the 

implementation and enforcement of international norms within domestic jurisdictions. 

Theories of International Law and Municipal Law Relationship Several theories explain the relationship 

between international law and municipal law: 

1. Dualism: This theory posits that international law and municipal law are separate and distinct 

systems, operating in different spheres. International law governs relations between states, while 

municipal law regulates relations within a state. 

2. Monism: This theory considers international law and municipal law as part of a single, unified 

system. International law is supreme, and municipal law is subordinate to it 

3. Pluralism: This theory recognizes the coexistence of multiple legal systems, including international 

law, municipal law, and other normative systems. 

 

Sources of International Law and Municipal Law 

 International law derives from: 

1. Treaties: Agreements between states or international organizations. 

 2. Custom: General practices accepted as law by states.  

3. General Principles of Law: Fundamental principles recognized by civilized nations. 

 

Municipal law, on the other hand, derives from: 

 1. Constitutions: Foundational laws of a state.  

2. Legislation: Statutes enacted by legislative bodies. 

 3. Judicial Decisions: Decisions of national courts 

 

Interaction between International Law and Municipal Law 

 International law and municipal law interact in several ways: 

1. Incorporation: Municipal law incorporates international law through: - Legislative Incorporation: 

National legislation incorporates international treaties or customary law. -Judicial Incorporation: 

National courts apply international law in their decisions. 



 2. Transformation: International law is transformed into municipal law through national 

implementing legislation. 

 3. Reference: Municipal law refers to international law, using it as a guide for interpretation or 

application. 

Relationship between International Law and Municipal Law in Pakistan 

 

In Pakistan, the relationship between international law and municipal law is governed by the 

Constitution and judicial decisions. Pakistan follows a *dualist* approach, requiring domestic 

legislation to implement international commitments. 

 

Key Cases and Examples 

 1. Asma Jelani v. Government of the Punjab: The Supreme Court of Pakistan applied 

international law principles, reaffirming the supremacy of the Constitution. 

 2. WPP No. 874 of 2015: The Lahore High Court referred to international human rights law, 

emphasizing the importance of protecting women's rights.  

Challenges and Opportunities 

The interaction between international law and municipal law presents both challenges and 

opportunities: 

 1. Implementation Gaps: Gaps in implementing international law within domestic jurisdictions can 

undermine its effectiveness. 

 2. Conflicts: Conflicts between international law and municipal law can arise, requiring careful 

resolution. 

 3. Harmonization: Harmonizing international law and municipal law can promote coherence and 

consistency. 

 

Conclusion 

 The relationship between international law and municipal law is complex and multifaceted. 

Understanding their interaction is crucial for promoting international cooperation, protecting 

human rights, and ensuring effective governance. By recognizing the differences and similarities 

between these two systems, states can better navigate the challenges and opportunities presented 

by their interaction. 

 

Recommendations  

1. Strengthen Domestic Implementation: States should strengthen domestic implementation of 

international law, through legislative and judicial mechanisms. 
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