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Introduction
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is the most powerful organ of the United Nations, responsible for maintaining international peace and security. It operates under the UN Charter and has legal authority to make binding decisions on all member states.
Composition
The Security Council consists of 15 members:
· Permanent Members (P5):
· United States
· United Kingdom
· France
· Russia
· China
These five countries have veto power.
Non-Permanent Members:
· 10 members elected by the UN General Assembly
· Serve 2-year terms
· No veto power
· 
Powers & Functions of the Security Council
· Maintain international peace and security
· Investigate disputes and threats
· Impose economic and diplomatic sanctions
· Authorize the use of military force
· Establish peacekeeping operations
· Recommend the admission of new UN members
· Refer situations to the International Criminal Court (ICC)
· Make binding resolutions under international law
Legal Basis
The Security Council derives legal authority from the UN Charter, especially:
Chapter VI
· Pacific settlement of disputes
Chapter VII
· Action concerning threats to peace, breaches of peace, and acts of aggression
Veto Power
· Every P5 member can block any resolution
· Even 1 veto = resolution fails
· Criticized as undemocratic and politically biased
Criticism of the UNSC
· Veto power creates imbalance
· Lack of representation for developing countries
· Political interests affect decisions
· No transparency or accountability
· Slow reaction during humanitarian crises
· Reforms proposed but not implemented
Reform Demands
· Expansion of permanent and non-permanent seats
· Limiting or abolishing veto power
· More representation for Africa, Asia, and Latin America
· Democratic decision-making process
Conclusion
The Security Council plays a crucial role in global governance and international law. However, due to structural limitations and political power imbalances, it faces serious criticism. To remain effective and legitimate, reform is necessary. The UNSC must evolve to reflect modern international realities, not the world of 1945.
