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1. Introduction
The administration of justice requires not only fairness but also certainty and discipline in legal proceedings. A legal system cannot function effectively if claims can be brought forward at any time without regard to the passage of time. To prevent endless litigation, protect defendants from stale claims, and promote timely action, the Limitation Act, 1908 was enacted.
The Act determines the maximum period within which a claim may be instituted. If a matter is brought after the prescribed time, the court is generally barred from entertaining it. This Act applies throughout Pakistan and is used by civil courts, appellate courts, and other judicial forums.

2. Purpose and Objectives of the Limitation Act
The Limitation Act, 1908 serves several important purposes:
a. Avoiding stale claims
As time passes, evidence becomes weaker, witnesses forget facts, and documents may be lost. Limitation prevents old claims from being revived when they cannot be fairly defended.
b. Promoting diligence
The law encourages individuals to assert their rights promptly and discourages unnecessary delays.
c. Ensuring finality
Every dispute should come to an end. Limitation strengthens the principle of legal finality and prevents courts from being burdened with extremely old disputes.
d. Protecting defendants
Defendants should not remain indefinitely exposed to potential claims. Limitation acts as a safeguard against prolonged uncertainty.

3. Structure of the Limitation Act, 1908
The Act consists of different sections followed by a detailed schedule. The basic framework includes:
· General provisions explaining how limitation works;
· Special provisions applying to specific situations;
· The Schedule, which lists hundreds of specific time limits for various actions.
The Schedule is divided into three divisions:
1. Suits
2. Appeals
3. Applications
Each entry specifies:
· the nature of the claim,
· the limitation period, and
· the starting point of limitation.

4. Important Concepts Under the Limitation Act
To understand the Act, it is essential to grasp several key concepts.
a. Period of Limitation
This is the legally prescribed time within which a suit, appeal, or application must be filed.
b. Time from which period begins to run
Limitation does not always begin on the date when the wrong occurred; instead it starts from:
· when the cause of action arises,
· when the plaintiff first becomes aware of the injury, or
· when the right to sue first accrues.
c. Continuous cause of action
If a wrong continues every day (e.g., encroachment), the limitation period may continue to renew itself.
d. Acknowledgment
If the defendant acknowledges liability in writing before the expiration of limitation, a fresh limitation period begins.
e. Legal disability
Minority, insanity, or idiocy may extend limitation until the disability ends.
f. Sufficient cause
Section 5 allows delays to be condoned in certain appeals a.

