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Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority Act, 1996 
 

The Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority Act, 1996 is a law that 

established an official national body to maintain and improve the quality of 

products in Pakistan. Before this Act, different departments were responsible 

for standards, which caused confusion. This Act created one centralized 

authority called PSQCA to ensure that goods made or imported into Pakistan 

meet proper quality, safety, and performance standards. 

Purpose of the Act 
 

The core purpose of the Act is: 

 • To develop and enforce national standards for different products. 

 • To protect consumers from harmful, fake, or low-quality goods. 

 • To improve industrial quality so that Pakistani products can 

compete internationally. 

 • To ensure that laboratories, testing systems, and certification 

procedures are well-organized and reliable. 

Establishment of PSQCA 

 

Under this Act, the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) 

was formally created. 

It is an autonomous body under the Federal Government, responsible for all 

matters related to standards, testing, certification, and quality control. 

 

PSQCA consists of: 

 • A Director General, who is the head. 

 • A National Standards Committee and several technical committees. 

 • Officers and staff required to carry out operations. 

 

Key Functions of PSQCA 

 

The Act gives PSQCA several important responsibilities: 

 

1. Standards Development 

 

PSQCA prepares and updates the Pakistan Standards for all major sectors, 

including: 



 • Food 

 • Chemicals 

 • Electrical appliances 

 • Engineering products 

 • Building materials 

 • Textile and leather 

 

These standards define how safe, pure, or reliable a product must be. 

 

2. Certification and Licensing 

 

Manufacturers must take a license or certification mark (PS Mark) from PSQCA 

to prove their product meets national standards. 

This helps customers trust that the product is safe and authentic. 

 

3. Product Testing 

 

PSQCA operates government testing laboratories. 

These labs check: 

 • product quality, 

 • safety, 

 • and whether the product meets national standards. 

 

4. Market Surveillance 

 

The Act empowers PSQCA to: 

 • inspect factories, warehouses, and markets, 

 • collect samples of goods, 

 • and take action against companies selling substandard products. 

 

5. Import Quality Control 

 

Imported items must also meet Pakistan Standards. 

PSQCA can stop the entry of unsafe or low-quality goods at ports. 

 

Penalties and Legal Powers 

 



The Act gives PSQCA strong enforcement powers. 

Anyone who: 

 • manufactures, 

 • sells, or 

 • imports 

 

a product that violates Pakistan Standards can face: 

 • fines, 

 • cancellation of license, 

 • confiscation of goods, 

 • and legal action. 

 

This ensures strict compliance. 

Overall Importance 

 

The Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority Act, 1996 plays a vital role 

in protecting the public and improving national industry. 

By enforcing standards, this Act: 

 • boosts consumer confidence, 

 • reduces health and safety risks, 

 • supports fair competition, 

 • and helps Pakistani products meet international requirements. 


