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Pakistan Standard and Quality Control Authority Act, 1996 (PSQCA) 
 
Introduction 
 
The Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) Act, 1996, is a federal law that establishes a national body responsible for maintaining and improving the quality, standardization, and conformity assessment of products and services in Pakistan. The purpose of this Act is to ensure that goods produced, imported, or exported meet approved standards so the health, safety, and economic interests of consumers are protected. 
 
PSQCA works to create harmony with international standards, improve the competitiveness of Pakistani products globally, and develop a uniform system of weights, measures, and quality control across the country. 
Establishment of PSQCA 
 
Under the 1996 Act, the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority is formally established as a statutory body under the Ministry of Science and Technology. It is responsible for administering and implementing national standards. 
The authority is empowered to: 
· Formulate national standards. 
· Apply and enforce standards. 
· Regulate quality certification. 
· Promote industrial and consumer awareness about quality. 
· PSQCA is headquartered in Islamabad and operates through regional and technical offices across Pakistan. 
Composition of PSQCA 
The Act provides for the creation of a Governing Body that oversees the functions of the Authority. Its composition includes representatives from the government, industry, science, and technical organizations. 
Main components include: 
· Chairman (appointed by the Federal Government)  Director General (chief executive officer of PSQCA)  Representatives from: 
· Ministry of Science and Technology 
· Ministry of Commerce 
· Ministry of Industries 
· Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) 
· Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
· Engineering Development Board 
· Other relevant government and private sector institution 
· This composition ensures that PSQCA’s decisions reflect national needs and industrial requirements. 
Scope of PSQCA 
The scope of the Authority covers nearly all areas where standards are required. These include industrial products, testing services, certification, and consumer safety. 
Key elements of its scope: 
· Developing and approving national standards for goods and services. 
· Setting benchmarks for industrial production and ensuring quality control. 
· Regulating imported and exported goods so they meet required standards. 
· Providing testing and calibration services to industries. 
· Monitoring the use of weights and measurement systems. 
· Ensuring that products listed as mandatory items comply with compulsory standards. 
· Promoting awareness of the importance of standardization. 
· Overall, PSQCA’s scope is national and applies to all industries, traders, manufacturers, and service providers producing or dealing with standardized items. 
Powers and Functions of PSQCA 
The Act grants the Authority broad powers to improve and regulate product quality in Pakistan. 
Formulation of National Standards 
· Develop, revise, and publish standards for products, processes, and services. 
· Align national standards with international bodies like ISO and IEC. 
 Enforcement of Standards 
· Impose mandatory standards on specified items. 
· Conduct inspections at factories, markets, and warehouses to ensure compliance. 
· Seize and confiscate non-standard goods. Certification and Licensing 
· Issue Conformity Certificates to manufacturers who meet required standards. 
· Grant the PSQCA quality mark for approved items. 
· Suspend or cancel licenses for violations. Testing and Calibration Services 
· Establish laboratories for product testing. 
· Provide calibrating services for industrial machinery. 
· Verify product quality for import/export. 
 Market Surveillance 
Monitor markets to check sale of sub-standard or counterfeit goods. 
Take legal action against businesses violating standards. 
Advisory and Educational Role 
· Provide technical guidance to industries. 
· Educate consumers about safe and quality products. 
· Promote standardization across sectors. 
 Administrative and Regulatory Powers 
· Frame rules and regulations necessary to carry out the Act. 
· Appoint officers, inspectors, and staff. 
· Maintain cooperation with international standard bodies. 
Conclusion 
The PSQCA Act, 1996, plays a vital role in ensuring that products in Pakistan meet proper standards of quality, safety, and reliability. By regulating mandatory standards, offering certification services, monitoring markets, and aligning with international practices, PSQCA helps protect consumers, promote fair trade, and strengthen Pakistan’s industrial and economic development 
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