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Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority Act, 1996 (PSQCA Act 1996)

The Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) Act, 1996 is a federal law that established the PSQCA as the national standards body responsible for standardisation and conformity assessment in Pakistan. The Act aims to promote industrial efficiency, protect consumer health and safety, and facilitate domestic and international trade. 
Purpose:
To establish the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) for the formulation, enforcement, and promotion of national standards, and to provide for quality control services in Pakistan.
Preliminary:
· Short Title and Commencement: This Act is called the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority Act, 1996 and extends to the whole of Pakistan.
· Definitions: Defines key terms such as Authority, article, standard, quality control, inspection, licence, and mark.
Constitution of the Authority:
· Establishment of PSQCA:
Creates the Authority as a body corporate with perpetual succession and a common seal, headquartered in Karachi.
· Board of Directors:
The governing body responsible for the administration and management of the Authority.
· Includes representatives from federal ministries, provincial governments, chambers of commerce, industry, and science sectors.
· Advisory Council:
Provides advice to the Board and Director-General on technical and administrative matters.
· Director-General:
Acts as the chief executive of the Authority, responsible for implementation of the Board’s decisions and day-to-day affairs.
Powers and Functions of the Authority:
· Main Functions:
· Formulate and revise Pakistan Standards for products, processes, and services.
· Promote and coordinate quality control activities across industries.
· Inspect and test products for conformity to standards.
· Issue licences and certification marks (the PS mark) for products meeting approved standards.
· Establish and maintain testing laboratories.
· Publish and sell standards and specifications.
· Prohibit manufacture, sale, or import of goods that fail to meet prescribed standards.
· Prohibitions:
· Unauthorised use of PSQCA marks or terms like “Pakistan Standard” is illegal.
· The Authority can restrict export or sale of substandard goods.
· Inspection Powers:
· Inspectors can enter premises, take samples, and conduct investigations to ensure compliance.
Establishment and Administration:
· Appointments:
The Authority may appoint officers, inspectors, and other staff as needed.
· Public Servant Status:
All PSQCA officers and employees are deemed public servants under the Pakistan Penal Code.
· Delegation of Powers:
The Board may delegate specific powers to the Director-General or other officers.
Who Develops Standards:
Technical Committees and National Standards Committees of
experts from a wide range of representative interest groups work
to formulate or revise standards.
· Committee members represent:
- Consumer and end-user interests;
- Government: Federal and Provincial;
- Commercial and retail interests;
- Research, academic and testing organizations;
- Professional bodies;
- Manufacturers and industry.
Finance, Accounts, and Audit:
· PSQCA Fund:
A dedicated fund established for all income, grants, and fees received by the Authority.
· Sources of Income:
· Government grants and loans.
· Fees for services (testing, licensing, etc.).
· Sale of publications and standards.
· Budget and Audit:
· Annual budget to be approved by the Federal Government.
· Accounts audited annually by the Auditor General of Pakistan.
Miscellaneous Provisions:
· Annual Reports:
PSQCA must submit yearly progress and financial reports to the Federal Government.
· Dissolution of Previous Bodies:
· The Pakistan Standards Institution and Central Testing Laboratories are dissolved, and their assets/liabilities transferred to PSQCA.
· Rule-Making Power:
The Federal Government and the Authority may make rules and regulations for carrying out the purposes of this Act.
· Repeal:
Repeals the Pakistan Standards Institution (Certification Marks) Ordinance, 1961.
Conclusion:
PSQCA being the National Standard Body, is committed to provide trainings and capacity building on Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment Procedures (testing, inspection and product certification) to other Federal/ Provincial Government Departments to Align standards/ Rules/Regulations in compliance with international agreements for the health and safety of public consumers. Technical experts from Federal/ Provincial Governments should participate in the designated Technical Committee meetings Standards and also participate in the National Coordination Committee on Technical Regulations of PSQCA.
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