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Punjab Food Authority Act, 2011

Introduction:
The Punjab Food Authority Act, 2011 was enacted by the Government of Punjab to ensure that food available to the public is safe, hygienic, and fit for human consumption. It establishes the Punjab Food Authority (PFA), defining its powers, functions, and responsibilities to regulate all aspects of food business across the province.
The Act aligns with international food safety principles and aims to protect public health, regulate food quality, and promote consumer awareness.
Purpose:
To ensure the availability of safe and wholesome food for human consumption in the province of Punjab by establishing the Punjab Food Authority (PFA), regulating food businesses, and enforcing food safety and hygiene standards.
Preliminary:
Short title, extent and commencement:
Known as Punjab Food Authority Act, 2011. It applies to the entire province of Punjab.
Definitions:
Defines important terms like food, food business, food operator, food safety, adulteration, etc.
Establishment of the Punjab Food Authority (PFA):
· The PFA is established as an autonomous body.
· Headed by a Director General.
· Supervised by a Board, consisting of:
· Secretaries from Health, Agriculture, Livestock, Industries, Local Government, etc.
· Food scientists, technologists, and representatives from the food industry and consumers.
Functions and Powers of the Authority:
The Authority shall:
· Regulate and monitor the manufacture, storage, distribution, sale, and import of food.
· Ensure food safety and hygiene standards.
· Formulate regulations, guidelines, and codes of practice for food businesses.
· Issue, renew, or cancel licenses for food businesses.
· Inspect food premises and products.
· Collect samples and conduct laboratory analysis.
· Promote public awareness regarding food safety.
· Take punitive action against violators.
Appointment and Powers of Officers:
· Director General (DG): Head of the Authority; responsible for administration and implementation.
· Food Safety Officers (FSOs): Empowered to:
· Inspect premises, vehicles, and equipment.
· Take samples.
· Issue improvement notices.
· Recommend prosecution or closure of businesses.
Food Laboratories:
· Establishment of accredited food laboratories to test food samples.
· Laboratories must follow scientific and technical standards.
· Results used as legal evidence in court.
Licensing and Registration:
· Every food business operator must obtain a license from the Authority.
· Non-compliance results in penalties, suspension, or cancellation of the license.
Enforcement and Penalties:
· Improvement notice for minor violations.
· Prohibition orders for serious health risks.
· Penalties/Fines for:
· Misbranding or adulteration.
· Sale of unsafe or expired food.
· Obstruction of officers.
· Failure to comply with safety standards.
· Prosecution may lead to fines or imprisonment, depending on the offense.
Appeal and Review:
· Aggrieved persons can appeal to the Authority or the Food Safety Appellate Tribunal.
· The Tribunal’s decision can be challenged in the High Court.
Funds and Accounts:
· The Authority’s funds come from:
· Government grants.
· Licensing fees and fines.
· Donations and other lawful sources.
· Accounts are audited annually.
Miscellaneous Provisions:
· Power to make rules and regulations for better implementation.
· Protection of actions taken in good faith.
· Public awareness campaigns and cooperation with other government departments.
Conclusion:
The Punjab Food Authority Act, 2011 marks a major step toward ensuring food safety and consumer protection in Punjab. By establishing the Punjab Food Authority, it created a comprehensive mechanism for standard setting, licensing, inspection, enforcement, and awareness. The Act represents the province’s commitment to modern food safety governance, aligning with international best practices to ensure that food reaching the public is safe, pure, and hygienic.

