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Introduction
                                                   The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) is the primary food safety regulatory body in Punjab, responsible for ensuring that all food produced, sold, and consumed in the province is safe, hygienic, and compliant with health standards. Established to protect public health, the Authority regulates food businesses, conducts inspections, issues licenses, and enforces rules under the Punjab Food Authority Act. Over the years, the PFA has played a vital role in improving the quality of food and raising public awareness regarding food hygiene.

Legal Foundation of Punjab Food Authority

Punjab Food Authority Act 2011
                                                         The fundamental law that governs  PFA is the Punjab Food Authority Act, 2011, which defines the Authority’s jurisdiction, duties, and enforcement powers.
Core Objectives under the Act
· Ensuring supply of safe and hygienic food to consumers
· Regulating food businesses from manufacturing to retail
· Preventing adulteration and unsafe food practices
· Conducting research and training for food safety improvement


 Organizational Structure of PFA
Board of the Authority:
                                               The PFA Board consists of representatives from government departments, food experts, and health professionals who frame policies and regulations.
Director General (DG):
The DG supervises operations, administrative decisions, enforcement mechanisms, and departmental coordination.
Departments within PFA:
· Food Safety Teams (Field Officers and Inspectors)
· Technical and Scientific Wing
· Legal and Prosecution Wing
· Public Relations and Awareness Wing
· Training and Education Wing

Licensing and Registration of Food Businesses
Purpose of Licensing:
                                           Licensing ensures that all food business operators comply with safety requirements before starting operations.
Categories of Licensing:
· Restaurants and bakeries
· Food manufacturing units
· Storage and warehousing facilities
· Milk and dairy units
· Food transport vehicles
Conditions for Licensing:
· Clean premises
· Proper equipment and machinery
· Safe food handling practices
· Staff hygiene standards

Inspection and Enforcement
Routine Inspections:
                                         Food inspectors regularly visit markets, factories, and restaurants to check compliance with safety rules.
Raids and Sampling:
                                                    Suspected products are seized, and samples are tested in PFA laboratories for chemical or biological hazards.
Penalties and Legal Actions:
                                                                           Violators may face:
· Fines
· Sealing of the premises
· Court prosecution
· Recall of unsafe products

 Conclusion:
                                The Punjab Food Authority has significantly improved food safety standards across the province. Through strict regulations, extensive inspections, and continuous public education, PFA plays an essential role in safeguarding consumer health. Its legal structure, enforcement mechanisms, and scientific approach make it a cornerstone of food protection in Punjab.

